FRENCH INTRIGUE WITH THE CONSPIRATORS
of subjugation was thought to be at hand. On being informed
of this situation, Husayn Dost Khan and Dupleix immediately
wrote to the conspirators as follows: "It is certain that the
fortress of Phulcheri will be reduced to narrow straits in case
the fort of Tiruvati goes out of our hands on account of the
brave attack of Nawwab Sirajrfd-Dawla (Hazral-i-Ala) and
the intrepidity of the English. It is prudence to find a remedy
before the calamity happens. Work out such a plan that will
end the friendship of the English with Nawwab Siraju'd-
Dawla."
The conspirators became vigilant at this suggestion. They
recalled to their minds a former request of the English through
Hazrat-i-A'la, seeking the grant of the jaglr of Poonamalle in
return for their undertaking to subjugate Phulcheri. Further
they saw clearly the inevitable expulsion of the French and the
destruction of their settlements. Hence they submitted to the
Wazir the following- arguments in such a manner as to deceive
him.
^Sirajii'd-Dawla Bahadur had secured the friendship of the
English by giving them the hope of the grant of the jagir of
Poonamalle. If the power and will of Husayn Dost Khan and
HidayatMuhiyyn'd-DIn Khan had not invested the French with
authority, all this mischief and anarchy proceeding from the
injustice of the Christians would not have happened at all in
Chanda Sahib together with twelve field pieces. The disposition of Muham-
mad All's army has been noted above. On the first of September, the
French advanced to attack Muhammad All's camp. There were cavalry on
each wing and their artillery were in the front. They marched briskly up to
the entrenchment which the Nawwab's troops immediately abandoned. The
French entered the camp, brought up their artillery and began to fire upon
the cavalry troops. The result was that horse and foot fled promiscuously,
and many were pushed directly into the river. This victory was obtained by
the French without the loss of a man, and none was wounded excepting those
who suffered by the explosion of a tumbrel. (Orme, Vol. I, 4th Edn., pp.
150-1.)
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